
 

 

Steve Nelson 

"Never do things by halves" 
-- Proverbs 

The room was crowded with people.  The minutes seemed like hours.  Sitting in the back of the 
room, head in hands, with his foot constantly tapping sat a man in a jacket and tie, listening 
attentively, looking down, obviously nervous. 
 
Meet Steve Nelson, Council Executive of the Snake 
River Council.  He is my "Morgan Stanley" advisor, the 
one from television advertisements, often mistaken as 
a family member.  The aforementioned scene was 
during the Texas 2005 BSA Annual Meeting when the 
next National Venturing President was announced.  
Steve’s nervousness exceeded that of my mom, dad 
and me - combined.  Steve Nelson genuinely cares - 
about his family, BSA, and the youth in his program. 

Writing about Steve is difficult, for he is multifaceted.  
He is a man of great creativity and ideas, with 
unlimited energy to implement his vision, yet quite 
capable of patiently locating the only typo in a five 
page document.  Steve’s personal mission seems to be to locate the appropriate recipient for every 
piece of information that crosses his desk each day.  While challenging for him, his approach to 
communication creates an informed network of council volunteers who are frequently reminded how 
important they are to the organization.  Every conversation with Steve ends with his classic "I 
appreciate all that you do."  The antithesis of a micro-manager, Steve empowers volunteers with the 
confidence necessary to accomplish their goals, while remaining ready to pitch in, should they 
require his help. 

As a youth in Steve’s council, I know that I have someone in my corner, ready to help if I ask, 
wishing only the best for me.  When I received the Congressional Award Silver Medal from the Idaho 
Congressional Delegation and Governor, I requested that Steve Nelson escort me to the stage and 
present me to the elected officials.  He proudly joined the mayor, secretary of state, principals of 
schools and other dignitaries as official escorts.  During my tenure as Western Region President and 
now National Venturing President, Steve has been diligent in keeping me informed, providing me 
with tools to be successful.  Aspects of this cabinet website were the result of Steve Nelson’s 
dedication to keeping accurate information available.  He does not suggest ideas; for he understands 
that Venturing is youth-driven.  Rather, he provides timely information, allowing youth to develop 
their own ideas. When Kodiak X was introduced, Steve Nelson arranged for the Snake River Council 
to pilot the program. 

I chose the quote from Proverbs because Steve’s effort routinely exceeds 100%.  His performance is 
further enhanced by the dedication and support of his wife Diane and daughter Nakita.  Their team 
approach to Scouting is inspiring.  During the council’s first Great Duck Race fundraiser, it was 
Nakita who paraded around in the duck costume (this was shortly after she returned from Camp 
Bradley where she ran the camp store).  When Steve developed the concept of Q3 (Quality 
Unit~Quality District~Quality Council) to promote becoming a quality council, his wife Diane hosted 
dinners to refine the concept. This month the Snake River Council celebrated its first Quality Council 
in about a decade. 

Steven Nelson is a native of Idaho, born and raised in the eastern part of the state.  He attended 
Brigham Young University. For three years, Steve worked for BYU running an Alumni Family Camp 
and teaching Scouting. During his 22 year tenure as a professional Scout, Steve worked in the 



 

 

Nevada Area Council (Reno) for five years, Boulder Dam Area Council (Las Vegas) for one year, the 
Grand Teton Council for twelve years and the Snake River Council for the past four years.  He and 
Diane have one son who is an Eagle Scout, and two daughters, whom Steve says had better marry 
Eagle Scouts! 

My life and Venturing experience have been blessed by the mentorship of Steve Nelson. 

 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


